An Eye-witness Account
The Romans Destroy the Temple at Jerusalem, by
Josephus, 70 C.E.

"...the rebels shortly after attacked the Romans again, and a
clash followed between the guards of the sanctuary and the
troops who were putting out the fire inside the inner court; the
latter routed the Jews and followed in hot pursuit right up to the
Temple itself. Then one of the soldiers, without awaiting any
orders and with no dread of so momentous a deed, but urged on
by some supernatural force, snatched a blazing piece of wood
and, climbing on another soldier's back, hurled the flaming brand
through a low golden window that gave access, on the north side,
to the rooms that surrounded the sanctuary. As the flames shot
up, the Jews let out a shout of dismay that matched the tragedy;
they flocked to the rescue, with no thought of sparing their lives
or husbanding their strength; for the sacred structure that they
had constantly guarded with such devotion was vanishing before
their very eyes. While the Temple was ablaze, the attackers
plundered it... Through the roar of the flames streaming far and
wide, the groans of the falling victims were heard; such was the
height of the hill and the magnitude of the blazing pile that the
entire city seemed to be ablaze; and the noise - nothing more
deafening and frightening could be imagined...The Temple
Mount, everywhere enveloped in flames, seemed to be boiling
over from its base.”
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